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as societies become more complex and interconnected the global risk for catastrophic disasters is
increasing demand for expertise to mitigate the human suffering and damage these events cause is also
high a new field of disaster medicine is emerging offering innovative approaches to optimize disaster
management much of the information needed to create the foundation for this growing specialty is not
objectively described or is scattered among multiple different sources this definitive work brings
together a coherent and comprehensive collection of scientific observations and evidence based
recommendations with expert contributors from around the globe this book identifies essential subject
matter clarifies nomenclature and outlines necessary areas of proficiency for healthcare professionals
handling mass casualty crises it also describes in depth strategies for the rapid diagnosis and treatment

of victims suffering from blast injuries or exposure to chemical biological and radiological agents

our nation faces the distinct possibility of a catastrophic terrorist attack using an improvised nuclear

device ind according to international and u s intelligence detonation of an ind in a major u s city
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would result in tens of thousands to hundreds of thousands of victims and would overwhelm public
health emergency response and health care systems not to mention creating unprecedented social and
economic challenges while preparing for an ind may seem futile at first glance thousands of lives can
be saved by informed planning and decision making prior to and following an attack in 2009 the
institute of medicine published the proceedings of a workshop assessing the health and medical
preparedness for responding to an ind detonation since that time multiple federal and other
publications have added layers of detail to this conceptual framework resulting in a significant body of
literature and guidance however there has been only limited planning effort at the local level as much
of the federal guidance has not been translated into action for states cities and counties according to an
informal survey of community preparedness by the national association of city and county health
officials naccho planning for a radiation incident ranked lowest in priority among other hazards by 2
800 local health departments the focus of nationwide response issues after an improvised nuclear device
attack medical and public health considerations for neighboring jurisdictions workshop summary is on
key response requirements faced by public health and health care systems in response to an ind
detonation especially those planning needs of outlying state and local jurisdictions from the detonation
site the specific meeting objectives were as follows understand the differences between types of
radiation incidents and implications of an ind attack on outlying communities highlight current planning
efforts at the federal state and local level as well as challenges to the implementation of operational
plans examine gaps in planning efforts and possible challenges and solutions identify considerations for
public health reception centers how public health and health care interface with functions and staffing
and how radiological assessments and triage be handled discuss the possibilities and benefits of
integration of disaster transport systems explore roles of regional health care coalitions in coordination

of health care response

textbook of emergency medicine vol 1 and 2 is a comprehensive and contemporary exposition of the
vast array of disorders and emergencies that might present to the emergency or casualty department of

a hospital

monthly index of surgery and gynecology in vol 9
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